60    STORIES THAT WORDS TELL US.

tell us the stories of heroism and romance. All over
the world, from the icy lands round the Poles to
the tropical districts of Africa, India, and Australia,
these stories can be read. The spirit in which the
early Portuguese adventurers sailed along the coast
of Africa is shown in the name they gave to what
we now know as the Cape of Good Hope. Bartholo-
mew Diaz called it the Cape of Storms, for he had
discovered it only after terrible battlings with the
waves; but when he sailed home to tell his news
the king of Portugal said that this was not a good
name, but it should instead be called the Cape of
Good Hope, for past it lay the sea passage to India
which men had been seeking for years. And so the
Cape of Good Hope it remains to this day.

After this it was not long before the Portuguese
explored the south and east coasts of Africa and
the west coast of India to the very south, where
they took the Spice Islands for their own. From
these the Portuguese brought home great quanti-
ties of spices, which they sold at high prices in
Europe.

It was the great explorer Ferdinand Magellan
who first sailed round the world, being sure, as he
said, that he could reach the Spice Islands by sail-
ing west. And so he started on this expedition,
sailing through the straits which have ever since
been known as the Magellan Straits to the south of
South America, into the Pacific, or " Peaceful/'
Ocean, and then ever west, until he came round